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Hockey – Premier League

In the fi rst week of the sec-
ond half of the HKHA Pre-
mier Division, with the top 
and bottom six teams seg-

regated, the top three teams all 
won their matches with no change 
in the division standings.

Khalsa-A and Punjab-A are both 
on 32 points with HKFC-A 1-point 
behind. However, Khalsa still head 
the table on goal difference.

SSSC-A vs Punjab-A
The initial match of the afternoon, 
between SSSC-A against Punjab-A, 
was a fast moving entertaining 
encounter.

SSSC-A managed to stay ahead 
on goal scoring for most of the 
match so there was always the 
possibility that there would be an 
upset. SSSC-A were two goals up 
before Punjab-A got on the score 
sheet and the goal difference 
stayed at one or two goals until 
the fi nal quarter of the match.

As the game got close to the 
end, Punjab scored twice – fi rst to 
move them level and then again 
to take the lead and win the game 
5-4.

In the later match, Valley-A 
gave the league leaders quite a 
stern test at the Valley ground, 
but Khalsa-A’s superior fi nishing 
gave them the edge.

Khalsa were 2-nil up at half 
time, but play in the second half 
was diffi cult as it was played in 
heavy rain causing water to lay on 
the pitch and restrict ball move-
ment. Valley scored the only goal 
of the second half, but Khalsa did 
enough to take the match 2-1.

The Shaheen-A match with 
HKFC-A was rather one-sided. 
Club were 5 goals to the good at 
half time and continued to tuck 
goals away in the second half to 
fi nish with a 10-1 scoreline.

Overseas players
Several teams have recently 
brought, or are about to bring, 
in additional overseas players to 

compete in the Premier Division.
Kuldeep Singh Buttar, co-spon-

sor of SSSC-A, told the Epoch 
Times that they have just intro-
duced one Indian player called 
Cheeyanna and that they have 
two more players arriving soon 
– one from India and one from 
Malaysia.

Khalsa have also introduced 
two more players – a new goalie 
and a defender/penalty corner 
specialist.

The defender, Harpal Singh is an 
ex-India international that played 
for India in the 2004 Olympics in 
Athens – he will inject a wealth 
of experience having played for 
India from 2003 to 2007, includ-
ing tours to Australia, Germany, 
the Netherlands, Spain and Ire-
land.

Meanwhile, Punjab’s Sunny 
Bali explained that they have 
several Olympian’s returning in 
the next week or two, but interna-
tional record holder for goal scor-
ing Sohail Abbas is not coming 
this time. 

Bottom-half matches
In the lower half of the table, 
KNS-A improved their position by 
beating current leaders HKFC-B 
(2-1) to reduce the gap to one point; 
bottom of the table Elite-A won 
against SSSC-B; and Pak-A won 
against KCC-A.

This Sunday (Feb 16) the most-
important bottom-half match is 
SSSC-B against KCC-A, who are 
fi ghting to retain their Premier 
Division place.

Umpire development
The Shaheen Academy is sponsor-
ing a program of hockey umpire 
development in Hong Kong 
named “Road to World Panel”. FIH 
International Umpires Manager, 
Faiz Muhammad from Pesha-
war, Pakistan is currently in Hong 
Kong for two weeks to guide the 
development program.

In talking with the Epoch Times 
Faiz Muhammad explained his 
role. 

“I am here for two weeks and we 
are starting a very ambitious pro-

gram,” said Muhammad.
“World Panel is the top level of 

umpires appointed to the Olym-
pics and World Cup.

“Everybody cannot go to World 
Panel, but the Road to World Panel 
starts now.

“This is not just for two weeks, 
but to carry on developing these 
umpires. [The purpose] during the 
process [is] also to follow them, 
keep up with them and interact 
with them, so we know how they 
are developing and push them to 
really go up in level.”

Muhammad is excepting good 
results considering that he has 
run a similar program in Thai-
land.

“I have run the same program in 
Thailand for the last two years and 
we have seen fi ve or six umpires 
attain the level of International 
Umpire,” he explained.

About 30 umpires will take part 
in the program, split about 60/40 
men to women.

The FIH World Panel of Umpires 
is a very elite group of just 12 men 
and 11 women. Below that is the 
World Development Panel (13 
men and 7 women), followed by 
Grade 1 (26 men and 13 women) 
and then a Promising Umpire 
List of 18 men and 25 women. 
Below these grades are Interna-
tional Umpires.

Currently Hong Kong has two 
listed International Umpires – 
Tong Cheung and Lam Ho Yeung. 
Hong Kong also has one Interna-
tional Umpire Manager – (Billy) 
Harcharan Singh Dillon.

With the considerable improve-
ment in the level of play in the 
HKHA Premier Division in recent 
years – brought about by highly 
profi cient team managers and 
coaches and the bringing in of 
top level international players 
to join the clubs – it is good to 
see additional effort now being 
placed on improving umpiring 
standards.  

Next matches
The next matches take place on 
Sunday Feb 16 when Valley-A 
meet HKFC-A at HKFC; Punjab-A 
play Shaheen-A; and SSSC-A play 
Khalsa-A – both at HV1.

Khalsa-A’s new ex-India international Harpal Singh distributes the 
ball during their HKHA Premier Division match against Valley-A 
at the Valley ground on Sunday Feb 9. Khalsa won the match 2-1.

South China knocked out of AFC Champions League

Status quo maintained at the top
BY BILL COX
EPOCH TIMES STAFF

Ice Hockey – CIHL

With only one more round to play, 
South China Sharks beat league 
leaders Macau Aces in the CIHL 
at Mega Ice on Saturday Feb 8 to 
secure second place in the league.

Meanwhile Kowloon Warriors 
thrashed Hong Kong Tycoons to 
give them a slim chance of avoid-
ing the wooden spoon – they play 
Aces in their last game before the 
fi nals series.

In a low scoring match, South 
China Sharks just had the edge 
over the Macau Aces.

Sharks Jordan So scored in both 
of the fi rst two periods to push 
them into a 2-nil lead.

But Aces came out with renewed 
determination in the fi nal action-
packed session.

Andy Brine scored for the Aces 
early in the period to cut the lead 
to 2-1, but Jordan So converted his 
hat-trick to regain Sharks’ two 
goal advantage.

But the Aces pushed hard and 
were rewarded with a goal by 
Christian Long to again cut the 
defi cit to one goal with three min-
utes left on the clock.

Frantic efforts were repelled by 
the Sharks’ defence and Hayes To 
capped off a good win with just  
three seconds remaining to make 
the fi nal score 4-2.

The match between Kowloon 
Warriors and Hong Kong Tycoons, 

played earlier in the evening, a 
mostly one-sided affair with the 
Warriors still trying to get off the 
bottom rung of the ladder.

Despite a goal by Jacob Trost 
for Tycoons mid way through 
the fi rst stanza, Eric McKenna, 
Devin Welsh, Art Tam and Greg-
ory Smyth all scored for the War-
riors giving them a 4-1 lead. 

In period-2 it was more of the 
same. Two goals went to Kory 
Falite of the Warriors and his 
team-mate Smyth got his second. 
Tycoons Brennan Sonne scored 
twice to keep the score-line in 
check at 7-3.

Warriors had a heyday in the 
fi nal session with four more goals 
– McKenna and Smyth added one 
goal each and Falite two, to take 
his goal tally for the match to four. 
Adam Maglio got a fi nal consola-
tion goal for Tycoons for a fi nal 
score of 11-4.

Falite, Smyth and McKenna 
picked up 3-Star awards.

Standings
With just one round remaining 
before the fi nals and 2-points the 
maximum available from win-
ning a game, the unassailable sea-
son leaders Macau Aces are on 20 
points, South China Sharks 16, 
Hong Kong Tycoons 13 and Kow-
loon Warriors 12.

It will take a Herculean effort 
for the Warriors to defeat the 
Aces, but even that won’t guaran-
tee that they will avoid the igno-
minious wooden spoon should 
Tycoons win.

BY ALLAN JACKSON 

Association football – Hong Kong

South China’s Asian Football 
Confederation (AFC) Champi-
ons League campaign was short-
lived having been knocked out of 
the second preliminary round on 
Sunday Feb 9.

Following their historic 2-1 vic-
tory over Tampines Rovers in Sin-
gapore the previous weekend, 
South China travelled to Thailand 
to take on local side Chonburi.

Hopes were high that the fi rst 
Hong Kong team to participate in 
the AFC Champions League would 

progress to the fi nal deciding play-
off match against Beijing Guoan 
this coming weekend. But Chon-
buri were too strong and threat-
ened to score soon after the game 
began.

Chonburi’s fi rst goal eventu-
ally came in the 19th minute and 
they never looked back, defeating 
South China 3-nil.

South China will now resume 
their Hong Kong Football Asso-
ciation (HKFA) Championship 
campaign and go into the AFC 
Cup along with fellow HKFA First 
Division side Kitchee.

HKFA Championship
Meanwhile, Kitchee took advan-
tage of South China’s absence to 

extend their HKFA Champion-
ship First Division lead on Satur-
day Feb 8 with a 2-1 victory over 
Sun Pegasus.

The third-placed Sun Pegasus 
came out fired-up. Hoping to 
knock the competition leaders off 
their perch and stake their claim 
as a genuine championship threat, 
Admir Rascic opened the scoring 
in the 5th minute when he headed 
in Tong Kin-man’s cross. But Sun 
Pegasus were unable to add to this 
score, while Kitchee had answers.

Kitchee equalised in the 21st 
minute when Fernando Recio 
scored from a corner. The score 
stayed at 1-all until half time. 
Kitchee found the match winner 
in the 72nd minute when Juan 

Belencoso headed in Xu Desh-
uai’s cross.

Kitchee (34 points) extended 
their standings lead to be 10-points 
ahead of South China (24), though 
South China have a game in hand.

Sun Pegasus (19) are third with a 
superior goal difference to Easton 
Salon (also 19). However, Sun Pega-
sus, like South China, have played 
a game less than Kitchee and 
Easton Salon.

In the Second Division Wong Tai 
Sin defeated Wanchai 2-1; Woofoo 
Tai Po drew 1-all with Kwun Tong; 
and HKFC defeated Double Flower 
2-1.

Meanwhile, in an early game on 
Sunday at Sports Road, Lucky Mile 
improved their chances of rele-

gation survival with a 4-2 victory 
over cellar dwellers Tuen Mun.

Wong Tia Sin (33) lead the Sec-
ond Division ahead of Woofoo Tai 
Po (30) and HKFC (28), who both 
have a game in hand.

Yau Yee League
USRC tightened their grip on the 
Yau Yee Division One title with a 
3-nil defeat of Colts at Sports Road 
in very cold and wet conditions.

Meanwhile their nearest chal-
lengers Wanderers fell to a 2-1 
home defeat against GAS.

USRC now appear to have an 
unassailable 11-point lead ahead 
of Wanderers with seven rounds 
remaining and a maximum 3 
points available for a win each 

round. USRC (41 points) lead the 
table, with Wanderers (30) second.

Swiss XI are a further point 
behind Wanderers after their 8-nil 
demolition of Interglobo Colloids.

In other results Albion lost 2-3 
to KCC Dragons; The Store House 
Squadron prevailed 2-nil over 
Antonhill; French Kiss defeated 
Baker Tilly Spartans 3-1 to open 
a slight gap from the relegation 
places currently occupied by 
Antonhill and Colloids.

The Store House Hearts (31) 
stay on top of Division Two after 
a 2-all draw with Oxford. They are 
1-point ahead of KC Knights and 
Corinthians after the former’s 
1-nil over ANP and the latter’s 3-2 
win against Mobsters.

Sharks take second spot

Warriors back in defence as they come under attack from the HK 
Tycoons in their CIHL match at Mega Ice on Saturday Feb 8. Warriors 
went on to win the game 11-4.
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Visit

PLATINUM
FASHIONS

BESPOKE HONG KONG TAILORBESPOKE HONG KONG TAILOR

A Cut Above The Rest

www.platinumfashionshk.com

HOUSTON CENTRE 1/F 
SHOP NO.39

63 MODY ROAD 
TSIM SHA TSUI EAST 

 ( OPP SHANGRI-LA HOTEL )
TSIM SHA TSUI MTR EXIT P2

Hours of Operation
Mon-Fri: 10am-8pm

Sat: 10am-7pm
Sun: ClosedOR Contact Us T: 31148891 C: 91222568 Email: platinumfashions@nwtbb.com

Made from the fi nest fabrics from around the globe!

 Super 120's wool/
cashmere , all season fabric: 
1 Suit + Free 1 Shirt  
( All For Only HK$ 2688 )

 Super 150's wool/
cashmere , all season fabric: 
1 Suit + Free 2 Shirts + 1 
Cuffl  ink Set + 1 Silk Tie 
( All For Only HK$ 3688 )

 Super 200's wool/
cashmere , all season fabric: 
1 Suit + Free 2 Shirts + 1 
Cuffl  ink Set + 1 Silk Tie 
( All For Only HK$ 4688 )

 Brand Suits ( Holland 
& Sherry/Dormeuil/Vitale 
Barberis Canonico/Guabello): 
1 Suit + Free 2 Shirts + 1 
Cuffl  ink Set + 1 Silk Tie 
( All For Only HK$ 5688 )

New Year 2014 Promotion
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